FUTURE OF THE EMPIRE
macy. Instead of making common cause with
Hitler, Mussolini staged a quarrel with him, and,
to the delight of Paris, vetoed the absorption of
Austria by Germany. Presumably he intended
Austria to be the reward for German aid later
on. At the moment it was more profitable to
offer France his friendship and alliance, and to
promise to preserve what is ironically called the
"independence" of Austria.
The French accepted these timely but possibly
treacherous overtures without suspicion of their
good faith, and gave Mussolini carte llanche in
the Danubian regions, where Italy could already
count on the support of Austria, Hungary and
Bulgaria. But when, after the murder of Dollfuss
by the Austrian Nazis, Mussolini marched his
armies up the Brenner to intervene in Austria,
he was met by declarations from Yugoslavia and
Czechoslovakia that to cross the frontier would
be a casus belli. Now Yugoslavia and Czecho-
slovakia were allies of France; but what they
dreaded above all things was any re-establish-
ment of the Hapsburgs, and a dynastic alliance
between the Archduke Otto and the last unmar-
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